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I can see clearly now…
that I have corrective lenses
Glasses. It’s been a little over two weeks now since that fateful day that I went into my local optometrist’s office and demanded that they take my $70, stare longingly into my eyes at too-close a distance, and shoot air directly into my retinas. Outside of the occasional denied 
eye-rub—a bad habit I’m struggling to break if only to prevent continuous smudging of my lenses—I think 
I’m finally getting the hang of it and, maybe, even adjusting for the long-term. As someone forced to adopt 
a piece of technology that most either acquire earlier in life, much later in life, or not at all, I’m noticing things 
about how I used to look at the world that, leering out from behind frames, is now different. Take for example 
looking at the ground.
A bad (possibly dangerous) habit to begin with—staring at the pavement while on the move doesn’t exactly 
scream “come interact with me, I’m a confident and well-adjusted member of society” or “don’t hit me with your 
car”—it’s been made increasingly difficult with a blurry black bar stamped across my line of sight should my eyes 
doddle downward. Now of course I can still look at the ground—I’m wearing glasses, not a neck brace—it just 
requires a more conscious turn of the head. Arguably, this is an improvement. If nothing else, my posture might 
marginally improve for fear of my glasses slipping off should my chin dip. I’m perceiving the world differently and, in 
a similar fashion, I suspect I am being perceived differently by the world.
According to a recent study conducted by the College of Optometrists, reported online by the DailyMail, 
“A third of adults think spectacle-wearers look more professional, while 43 per cent think they appear more 
intelligent.” As a newly converted, I’m fine with the stereotype that this plays to if it means I’m more likely 
to be viewed as some sort of go gettin’ entrepreneurial type. But I have to say, like dairy farmers preaching 
the benefits of milk, this statistic shouldn’t be seen as any real reflection of the glory of glasses. Much like 
the stereotype it encourages, it’s pretty much ridiculous. That said, for the aforementioned reasons, 
such as no longer being able to run around in the world with my eyes glued to the ground, I’ll be 
the first to say that glasses have probably made me, or at least made me appear, to be a more 
confident person. As if the benefit of actually being able to discern street signs and read 
warning labels wasn’t enough—go figure.
Later days, 
 
Cody Klyne 
Editor in chief
The Other Press
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By Dylan Hackett, News Editor
On February 13, anti-hate groups gathered outside the Vancouver trial of two 
young men accused of setting 
a Filipino man on fire in 2009. 
Protesters representing local groups 
of Filipino Canadian Youth Alliance 
and the Philippine Women’s Centre 
stood outside the courthouse where 
lawyers met to address the case for 
white supremacist group Blood and 
Honour members Alistair Miller, 
20, and Robertson De Chazal, 
25—who are accused of dousing 
a Filipino man with gasoline and 
igniting him outside on a couch on 
Commercial Drive in December 
2009, and subsequently assaulting 
and shouting racial slurs at a black 
man who tried to intervene in the 
assault. 
Although the trial was 
postponed until March 12, 
protestors outside spoke for 
tougher action against organized 
hate groups like Blood and Honour.
“We’re here to stand and 
condemn all acts of violence and 
racism-based hate crimes,” said 
protest organizer Christina Panis, 
who added, “This is a matter of 
public safety that’s not being taken 
seriously. We need a resurgence 
of activism and organizing in 
the community, so we’re not 
complacent but proactive—not 
reactive—to racist events.”
The international neo-Nazi 
movement has been in the media 
recently after being hacked by 
Internet group Anonymous. 
In an organized attack on the 
email database and websites of 
the groups, titled “Operation 
Blitzkrieg,” Anonymous obtained 
the information of 16,000 people 
and posted the information to the 
public, including 74 Canadians.
“[These organizations] are 
going to have to be even more 
careful in terms of who they trust, 
who they associate with,” said 
Helmut-Harry Loewen, University 
of Winnipeg sociology professor. 
“They’re going to have to look 
over their shoulders. The police 
will have access to this info once 
it becomes more widespread. 
Employers, neighbours and so on.”
Anonymous also issued a 
statement, the usual conduct for the 
organization who in the past year 
has targeted Visa and MasterCard 
for their closure of Wikileaks 
donation accounts.
 “Your incomprehensible 
actions, and your reluctance 
to accept the Freedom and 
Equality that every single human 
being possesses by right from 
birth, causes the birth to hatred 
and worldwide Racism,” said 
Anonymous in a press release. 
“Your misdirected politics and 
your hate filled crusade against 
humanity have not only blurred 
your perception, but also 
affected countries worldwide... 
You have combined the ideals 
of industrialization with the 
abomination of mass murder, a 
circumstance that led to destruction 
of human life, in a scale never seen 
before... You intimidate people that 
go on the streets protest for their 
ideals, and attack your political 
opponents.”
Anti-racist groups rally against neo-Nazis on trial
The shot heard round the country:
Long-gun registry on its way out
By Eric Wilkins, Staff Writer
On Wednesday of last week, Bill C-19—better known as the bill to abolish the 
long-gun registry—was passed by 
the House of Commons with a vote 
of 159 to 130. Stephen Harper has 
long been in public opposition to 
the registry, and after achieving a 
majority in the last election, finally 
had the power to do away with it. 
While the other parties voted 
almost entirely against the bill, two 
NDP representatives, Bruce Hyer, 
MP for Thunder Bay-Superior 
North, and John Rafferty, MP for 
Thunder Bay-Rainy River, took the 
Conservatives’ side. 
“Jack Layton and the NDP 
knew my position over almost a 
decade and four elections, and 
allowed me to run on that promise 
to my constituents; The NDP has 
never had an official policy on the 
registry,” said Hyer.
Rafferty issued a similar 
comment: “My personal position 
and that of my constituents has 
been clear for some time. For each 
and every federal election that I 
stood as a New Democrat candidate 
I stated, unequivocally and publicly, 
that I was against the Long Gun 
Registry and would vote to abolish 
it if I was elected. Voters and New 
Democratic Party leadership alike 
knew of this clear commitment each 
and every time.”
Despite this, the two MPs, who 
also failed to tow the party’s line on 
the second reading of the bill, will 
face “consequences” according to 
interim NDP leader Nycole Turmel.
Since the passing of C-19 all but 
disposes of the long-gun registry, 
and with it, the data related to it, 
Public Safety Minister Vic Toews 
was asked if he knew when exactly 
the data would be destroyed, and 
he answered, “All I can indicate is 
that we have made a commitment 
to get rid of the registry and that 
includes disposing of the data.” 
Many police chiefs have voiced 
their concern over the passing of 
C-19, since it takes away what they 
deem a useful tool in investigations. 
“Information is the lifeblood of 
any investigation, and this is one 
less piece of information that we 
have at our disposal,” said Niagara 
Regional Police Deputy Chief Joe 
Matthews, “We’ll adjust to the 
change.”
On the other side of the fence, 
Nunavut Tunngavik Inc. Vice-
President James Eetoolook was 
happy with the outcome, “NTI 
fully supports the safe use of 
firearms in Canada, but when the 
Firearms Act first came into effect 
in 1995, it hindered the ability of 
Inuit hunters to put food on the 
table. The Firearms Act never took 
into account the realities of life in 
Nunavut. Firearms are essential 
tools used by Inuit to hunt for food 
and provide for our families.”
The bill still has to make the 
rounds of the Senate, but there 
is little doubt that Royal Assent 
will be granted due to the strong 
Conservative majority in the 
Canadian Senate.
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By Dylan Hackett, News Editor
A spree of Valentine’s vandalism has left the vehicles of over 100 
commuters damaged in the north 
Surrey Central area. Surrey RCMP 
laid two charges of mischief under 
$5000 against Dean McEwan, 41, 
a Lower Mainland resident of no 
fixed address, for tire slashing and 
keying cars at Surrey SkyTrain 
stations on February 14. 
“We are currently investigating 
the damage to 80 vehicles. A 
tremendous amount of information 
is still being assessed by 
investigators, including several 
sources of video surveillance. 
Further charges are anticipated.” 
said Cpl. Drew Grainger in a Surrey 
RCMP press release.
Police first received calls about 
vehicles being damaged around the 
Central City Shopping Centre at 
around 10 a.m., and followed him 
as the call-in complaints moved 
northbound. McEwan was caught 
and arrested at 12:30 p.m. 
ICBC sent a dozen claims 
officials to the area of the vandalism 
to adjust and assess the damage, 
which is currently estimated to be 
in the four-figure range.
“There seems to be quite a 
number of different locations as 
well,” said ICBC spokesman Adam 
Grossman. “There’s a variety of 
range of damage to the vehicles—
some with all four tires slashed, 
some actually just had one tire 
[slashed].”
Grossman also estimates the 
cost for those without ICBC’s 
additional comprehensive insurance 
plan to be “very expensive.”
McEwan has a history of mental 
illness as was reported missing after 
being last seen at Burnaby General 
Hospital on Feb 4. He was on an 
RCMP missing persons list before 
the incident.
“Police are concerned for 
McEwen’s well-being,” said Cpl. 
Lee-Anne Dunlop in a Feb 4 press 
release. “McEwen was distressed 
when last seen and police ask 
anyone who sees McEwen not to 
approach him and call police right 
away.”
The Surrey RCMP currently 
have no motive established for the 
crime, which has been described as 
random.
ICBC asks for those with 
vehicles damaged in the area to 
call their claims line at 604-520-
8222. Surrey RCMP is asking any 
witnesses to contact them at 604-
599-0502 or anonymous tips to be 
called in at 1-800-222-TIPS.
Valentine’s Day vehicular vandalism
Man charged in slashing at Surrey SkyTrain stations
Surrey grow-ops down by 82 per cent
Electrical Fire Safety Program spearheads success
By David Hollinshead, Staff Writer
After four years of the Surrey Electrical Fire Safety program, the city is 
reporting 82 per cent fewer grow-
ops within city limits. 
The Electrical Fire Safety 
program began in 2005, when the 
city enacted its controlled substance 
bylaw. The Surrey fire department, 
the RCMP, and electrical inspections 
department oversee the program, 
which relies on tips from BC Hydro 
to monitor residential electricity to 
locate illegal grow-ops. 
Surrey Fire Chief Len Garis has 
estimated that there are now only 
a few hundred indoor grow-ops 
instead of thousands from years 
past, after intensive inspection 
programs. “We need to be looking 
ahead if we want to solve this 
problem in our neighborhoods,” he 
said. “It’s not about marijuana as 
far as the fire service is concerned, 
it’s about unsafe homes.”
According to Garis, the 
program has led to a substantial 
drop in house fires throughout 
Surrey. In 2005, they investigated 
127 grow-ops, but in 2007, when 
they were able to gain access 
to Hydro information and 
monitor residential areas more 
thoroughly, they investigated 445. 
Improvements continued into 2008, 
as they busted 107 grow-ops, 144 in 
2009, 117 in 2010, and 89 in 2011. 
The program also proclaims 
that it is protecting children, as 
between 2005-2008, 234 children 
were found in grow-op locations. 
“We’re providing an 
administrative solution to the 
problem of marijuana grow 
operations, instead of relying solely 
on the criminal justice system,” 
Mayor Dianne Watts said, “The 
end result is that we’ve shut down 
thousands of operations, which are 
a major public safety risk and fire 
hazard.”
There have been some causes 
for worry about the future of 
the program though. If grow-
ops in Surrey are going down, 
it’s speculated that they are just 
relocating to other communities 
around the Surrey area. Places like 
Richmond, Abbotsford, Coquitlam, 
Langley, Pitt Meadows, and Mission 
have less enforcement when it 
comes to grow-ops and would 
make an easy place for growers to 
go. It’s also been suggested that 
the crack down on grow-ops has 
made growers more paranoid about 
how they grow. Growers could be 
stealing power, avoiding detection 
from Hydro records.
“If grow-ops in Surrey are going down, it’s speculated that they are just 
relocating to other communities around the Surrey area.”
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The bombshells behind ‘Bomb Girls’
By Angela Espinoza, Arts Editor
Only days after the explosive fireworks display that was New Year’s 2012, Global 
TV premiered their latest series, 
Bomb Girls. Bomb Girls focuses on 
the Canadian women who worked 
in munitions factories during World 
War II, while the country’s men 
were on the battlefront. Although 
Bomb Girls began as a six-part 
miniseries, it found enough of 
an audience to be renewed for a 
second, 12-episode season—which 
was announced to the public one 
day prior to the season finale on 
February 8.
With the combination of heavy 
self-promotion, the casting of 
an Academy Award-nominated 
actress (Meg Tilly), and the public’s 
need for some fresh TV drama, 
a second season was inevitable. 
Not to mention well prepared for, 
if the onslaught of episode six’s 
cliffhangers were any indication. 
But can the success of Bomb Girls be 
attributed to simple logic, or is there 
more to this story?
A woman on the inside
Following the overwhelming 
popularity of AMC’s Mad Men 
and HBO’s Boardwalk Empire, ABC 
and Global managed to jump on 
the period-piece bandwagon just 
in time. But while ABC’s Pan Am 
and Global’s Bomb Girls entered 
the ring as shows focusing on the 
then-modern woman, only Bomb 
Girls seems to have survived, as 
Pan Am is doomed for cancellation. 
What made the significantly smaller 
production come out on top? A 
better story? Interesting characters? 
Canadian pride? Co-creator/
Director/Executive Producer of 
Bomb Girls, Adrienne Mitchell, 
opened up about some of these 
inquiries.
“Makeup artist Debi Drennan 
and author Maureen Jennings 
approached Janis Lundman and I 
with [the initial] concept,” Mitchell 
began, regarding the show’s history. 
“What struck us immediately in 
their research was that if it weren’t 
for thousands of women like Mina 
[Ribble—Drennan’s grandmother] 
and Hilda [Lyall—Drennan’s 
godmother] who travelled across 
Canada to work at the factories, the 
Allies would have never won the 
war.
“We didn’t even know the 
extent to which Canadian women 
played such a pivotal role in 
turning things around for the 
Allies—and all this was happening 
even before the Americans joined 
the war. So it was a slam-dunk for 
us that this story had to be told and 
had a populist appeal.”
That settles the question of 
Canadian pride, but is that pride 
based on favouring an original 
Canadian series, or on our actual 
history?
“What astounds me is how 
many people didn’t know about 
this part of our Canadian history 
(ourselves included),” Mitchell said. 
“The Canadian women munitions 
workers were on full alert—no 
one knew if the world would be 
the same. So they lived in the 
moment, pushed boundaries, and 
experienced a kind of independence 
they had never experienced.  There 
were stories of women crying over 
their first paycheque because they 
had never in their life earned one.
“I have been totally touched by 
the audience response from viewers 
discovering that their grandmothers 
or great aunts worked during the 
war in munitions factories, and 
how they were learning about their 
family members in a way that they 
never knew before.”
For someone as close to the 
show’s production as Mitchell to 
express such gratitude towards 
viewers influenced by our 
otherwise little-known past, there is 
relief in knowing where the show’s 
audience stands. However, one 
glaring question remained, if only 
because most young women often 
forget the answer: is there a place 
for a series like Bomb Girls to exist 
in a time and nation where women 
are equal?
“Well, I guess it’s all about 
how you define ‘equal,’” said 
Mitchell. “One has to ask if women 
are truly equal to men if current 
statistics reveal that women still 
earn 74 cents for each dollar a man 
earns for work of equal value, 
which qualifies them for less social 
security and pension; women are 
five [times] more likely to encounter 
domestic abuse; women continue 
to be vastly underrepresented in 
politics. Bomb Girls is trying to show 
that women can make important 
strides forward, [and] that men 
played an important role in that, 
but as it reminds us about the 
struggles in the past it also alerts 
us to those same struggles in the 
present. So yes, I feel [Bomb Girls] is 
incredibly relevant now, in spite of 
the gains that women have made.
She stands on her own
As stated before, Bomb Girls’ 
popularity isn’t based on history 
alone. While it’s important to 
keep our country’s past at the 
heart of it all, awareness can’t be 
raised without a compelling story 
to push things forward. Part of 
what made Bomb Girls’ season one 
viewers return week after week 
were the characters’ own battles. 
One character in particular, Betty 
McRae (portrayed by rising BC-
based starlet Ali Liebert), attempted 
to shed light on the topic of 
homosexuality during that period. 
While in Los Angeles on the day of 
Bomb Girls’ season finale, Liebert 
offered a few words via phone.
“Initially, I liked her survival 
skills,” Liebert said of being drawn 
to Betty’s character, “her tough 
exterior, her tactics, [and] her 
breathiness. I found the way she 
functioned in the world to be pretty 
interesting.”
To paint a clearer picture, 
Betty is a high-ranking worker at 
the munitions factory where Bomb 
Girls takes place. Over the course of 
the first season, Betty’s tough-guy 
attitude is gradually revealed to be 
an aspect of her closeted lesbianism, 
something that grows to be more 
difficult to hide as she falls for a 
fellow munitions worker named 
Kate Andrews (Charlotte Hegele). 
Liebert, who has portrayed lesbian 
characters before in works such 
as The L Word and Sook-Yin Lee’s 
Year of the Carnivore (2009), said this 
about her experience working on 
Bomb Girls:
“[It’s been] creatively fulfilling. 
The producers and creators of the 
show really made sure to treat 
all the actors respectively, and 
they respected our opinions in 
terms of character development. 
I’d just never worked on a show 
where they were so open to our 
suggestions and our feelings.”
You can catch Liebert later this 
year in the films In the Hive, Foxfire, 
and, of course, in season two of 
Bomb Girls!
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By Angela Espinoza, Arts Editor
The 12 annual Chutzpah! Festival kicked things off on February 11 and will be 
running until March 4. Chutzpah! 
celebrates BC’s abundant Jewish 
performing arts culture with 
performances of music, dance, and 
theatre for all to enjoy.
Musical performances include 
one-night only shows for Hadag 
Nahash (February 25) and Don’t 
Call Us, We’ll Call You (February 
26). Hadag Nahash is a six-piece 
multi-genre band from Jerusalem 
that has opened for, amongst other 
acts, the Black Eyed Peas, Cypress 
Hill, and Matisyahu. Don’t Call Us 
is a cabaret-style show by Warren 
Kimmel, a South African, now BC-
based theatre actor who tells the 
story of his journey in this unique 
performance.
One of the dance performances 
will feature the Canadian 
premiere of L.A.-based dance 
group BODYTRAFFIC in a show 
entitled MONGER, followed by 
dancer Noam Gagnon in Thank 
You, You’re Not Welcome (both 
running February 23–26). Israeli 
choreographer Barak Marshall 
designed MONGER as a story about 
servants trapped in the basement 
of their abusive master that follows 
the unique narrative of works such 
as The Maids and Gosford Park. The 
following Thank You is Gagnon’s 
latest work, inspired by the tales of 
the Brothers Grimm.
As for theatre, actor and dancer 
Larry Blum will perform his one-
man show entitled Blink & You 
Might Miss Me (February 22–26), 
chronicling his long and unique 
career in television and film with 
the additional use of digital media. 
Another theatre performance is 
King Matt the First (February 29–
March 4), adapted from the classic 
Janusz Korczak-penned Polish 
children’s novel of the same name. 
Director and adaptor of the novel, 
Julia Wernio, translated by director 
assistant and Douglas College 
theatre student Julia Siedlanowska, 
and actor Richard Kopplinger spoke 
with us about the upcoming play.
Kopplinger described King Matt 
as “a power struggle between us 
[the adults] and him [King Matt].” 
King Matt tells the story of a young 
boy who is appointed king after his 
father suddenly passes away. Matt 
begins reforming his kingdom in 
favour of the children, much to the 
chagrin of the adults. “[There’s] 
a war,” Kopplinger continues, 
“because in the moment that 
young Matt is called to be king, the 
neigbour countries invade.”
Regarding the subject matter, 
I asked if, like the book, the play 
had been adapted for an all-ages 
audience.
“I think it is,” Kopplinger 
begins, “because it’s got [a] message 
for all ages. Another message [sent] 
is that King Matt finds a friend his 
own age, and they become friends 
[while fighting] a war together.” 
King Matt covers a range of themes 
and topics, such as friendships 
and conflict, hypocrisy, and even 
children’s rights. Korczak was well 
known for his advocacy towards 
the rights and education of children, 
having directed an orphanage and 
giving up his freedom to continue 
protecting the children during the 
Holocaust.
As the book and play are 
written in Polish, I asked Wernio if 
there was a difficulty in directing 
the actors in one language, only for 
the cast to perform the entire play 
in English.
 Siedlanowska translates for 
Wernio, “It would be harder if 
the actors didn’t speak Polish… 
and [Wernio] has a good enough 
understanding of English to get the 
meaning.”
“I try to catch the things that 
slip through,” Siedlanowska says of 
her position, “the subtle meanings, 
the idioms that don’t really 
translate.”
Speaking for Wernio again, 
Siedlanowska continues, “The 
language of gestures and emotions, 
intentions—it’s universal.”
To check out all the 
performances, dates, and times for 
the Chutzpah! Festival, check out 
the schedule on their website at 
www.chutzpahfestival.com/daily-
schedule.
I am woman, hear me represent myself respectively!
Vancouver celebrates International Women’s Day
By Angela Espinoza, Arts Editor
Each year on March 8, International Women’s Day is held across the 
globe. The event is a celebration 
of all the progress that has been 
and continues to be made for 
the modern day woman. IWD 
maintains a positive focus for 
the future, and operates with the 
intent to encourage success in the 
lives of working women. This 
year, Vancouver is celebrating the 
occasion with a number of festivals 
and events that offer seminars, 
job opportunities, and, of course, 
entertainment!
UTOPIA Festival: Women in 
Digital Culture
(March 3–10; www.
creativetechnology.org)
The second annual UTOPIA 
Festival, presented by volunteer-
based media arts centre W2, aims 
to promote equalization of women 
in the digital world. From media 
artists and game developers to DJs 
and writers, UTOPIA is scheduled 
to deliver workshops in various 
mediums during the week, with 
concerts and performances taking 
place on the weekends (last year’s 
shows were headlined by Peaches 
and Tanya Tagaq). Details such as 
event listings and venues can be 
found on W2’s website.
Vancouver Women in Film Festival 
2012
(March 8–11; vwiff2012.wordpress.
com)
Women in Film & Television’s 
Vancouver affiliate will be hosting 
its seventh Women in Film Festival 
this year. The festival will be 
showcasing a number of films made 
by women in Canada, the U.S., 
and throughout the world. While 
educating women in their often-
underappreciated roles behind the 
camera, the event is also intended 
to be fun, with films presented 
falling under categories ranging 
from horror to comedy. Tickets for 
individual films and festival passes 
can be purchased online from the 
festival website.
Vancouver New Music: Women in 
Sound
(March 8, 15, and 22; newmusic.
org/event/concert-series)
As part of Vancouver New 
Music’s launch of experimental 
video and music series HE[A]
R, IWD will be the first event 
celebrated in the show’s lineup. 
Each week at The Waldorf Hotel 
(1489 East Hastings St.), a different 
guest list of local and international 
performers will provide concerts, 
with Vancouver-based composer 
Jacqueline Leggatt offering pre-
show chats with a different guest 
before each show. The concerts are 
intended to provide insight on how 
these female musicians got where 
they are, adding deeper context to 
their experimental and electronic 
styles of music. Tickets are $15 for 
students and can be purchased from 
the event’s website.
Be sure to check out these 
events and more in honour of 
International Women’s Day. 
Whether you’re gaining a learning 
experience, a career opportunity, 
or are just looking for some good 
music and films to enjoy, take 
advantage of these great festivities.
Shalom, Dolly!
Chutzpah! offers the best in Jewish music, dance, and theatre
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By Angela Espinoza, Arts Editor
Few musicians have the endearing and powerful bond that James Struthers 
and Kate Morgan share. Struthers 
is perhaps best known for his song 
and accompanying music video 
to “You, Me and Optimus Prime,” 
and Morgan holds the honour of 
being the youngest performer to 
play at Lilith Fair. Upon meeting, 
the two solo artists found a 
unique professional and personal 
chemistry. Now, as they wrap 
up yet another tour together this 
Friday, February 24 (details below), 
the pair take the time to tell us 
about themselves, their friendship, 
and their upcoming show.
When did you first get interested 
in music?
James Struthers: I was classically 
trained on piano, and [back then] 
I muscled my way out of taking 
lessons—my parents were adamant 
that I continue—but I missed [the 
process] so much when I quit that 
I [picked] up guitar, and [that 
lead to] a natural progression into 
writing and [performing]. After that 
I got [gigs] playing at open mics in 
Kelowna while I was going to UBC 
Okanagan.
Kate Morgan: I know everyone 
says it and it’s totally cliché, but 
music’s been a part of my life for… 
forever, since I was a little baby. 
My mom sang in choirs and was in 
drum circles, and I started out in 
choirs and bands. When I was 13 
or 14, I [began learning] guitar and 
piano and started writing songs. It 
got really serious when I was about 
14, and it’s brought me to this place 
now.
When did you decide that this was 
what you wanted to do?
JS: I wanted to [play music] just as 
a hobby, but slowly people began 
encouraging me to continue. When 
other people are on board, [and 
they] believe in you, you start to 
believe in yourself, and over time it 
transitioned from hobby to career 
path.
KM: I started playing open mic 
nights when I was 14, but I wasn’t 
quite committed to the idea of it 
[yet]. It was still experimental, but 
by the time I was 15 I was so in 
love with playing music that I just 
decided I wanted to [make a career 
out of] it.
Do you have any favourite pieces 
amongst your work?
JS: [My songs are] all like children, 
they all have their pros and cons 
and unique places in my life and 
my creative history. I think the ones 
that get the best response from 
others are probably my favourite, 
just because those are the ones that 
make the biggest difference in other 
peoples’ lives. 
KM: With music, you always are 
in love with the last thing you 
wrote, because it’s often the most 
present thing you’re going through 
at the moment. My song “Gypsy” 
is always something that will reign 
true for me, and it’s a song that I 
really love and am proud of. But, 
like I said, it’s always that last song 
that’s closest to your heart. There’s 
a new one that I wrote two nights 
ago called “Let Go,” and I’ve been 
very excited about it, but “Gypsy” 
is probably the one that’s [had] the 
most long-term love affair.
Can you describe when you first 
met each other?
JS: It was in August of 2011, we’d 
been in touch by email setting up 
a couple shows together. I met 
[Kate] the day of our first show, 
and we spent the next three [or] 
four days together playing a 
couple other gigs in BC. We went 
to Live at Squamish—which was 
an unbelievable experience—and 
[Kate] asked if she could come 
on the rest of the tour, and I 
spontaneously [agreed]. It was a 
fantastic trip.
KM: James had planned this cross-
Canada tour, and he was starting 
on the West Coast. We planned to 
play a couple shows together, do 
like a mini tour from Kamloops to 
Vancouver. We played the shows 
and we got along really well, but 
first and foremost we wrote songs 
really well together. We had a great 
connection from the get-go, and just 
a couple days after we met each 
other we decided that I was in for 
the long haul and would go all the 
way across Canada with him. It was 
this pretty risky decision on both of 
our parts, but it’s one that’s really 
paid off.
Do you have any fond memories 
from that tour?
JS: There are definitely a few! 
Probably the most fun [though] was 
narrowly escaping a house fire in 
Knowlesville, New Brunswick. We 
were staying in a straw house and 
accidently left some newspaper 
on the wood stove that heated the 
unit, and it burst into flames. We’d 
all just gone to bed, so we were all 
still awake enough that we heard 
the flames go up and smelt the 
smoke, and we all jumped out of 
bed and [left] the house. That was 
horrifying.
KM: We used to get into arguments 
about the proper way to make a 
sandwich and whether or not it was 
okay to mix [cereals]; those kinds 
of silly things. We did a lot of fun 
stuff; we had a lot of opportunities 
to be spontaneous, where we 
[would] jump out of the car and 
go swimming or just pull over and 
start writing a song. We had a lot of 
really crazy things happen to us on 
the tour, we were [even] in a house 
fire once.
What can we expect for the show 
on Friday?
JS: Kate and I like to have a good 
time on stage and we’re both pretty 
amicable and personable. We tell 
stories of where the songs came 
from and from our lives. [There’s 
audience] interaction, some sing-
a-longs, and lots of humming, 
clapping, and [finger] snapping. 
It’s an expression of our past and 
present through music.
KM: James and I really just have 
a lot of fun, and it’s a cool way 
to [organize] a show. We play 
[separate sets] and then we finish 
the show together; it’s a cool 
transition between our individual 
projects and our duet projects 
because they’re all very different 
and unique yet they [blend] 
together really well. By the end of 
the show we’re just having a really 
good time.
What: James Struthers and Kate 
Morgan in concert
Where: Joe’s Apartment, 919 
Granville Street, Vancouver
When: Friday February 24 @ 9 p.m. 
(This Friday!)
Cost: $10 in advance ($12 at the 
door)
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By Eric Wilkins, Staff Writer
I have always been a Paul McCartney fan. As a child, I lived and breathed The Beatles, 
Wings, and McCartney’s various 
solo albums. I stuck by him through 
Driving Rain (2001) and Chaos and 
Creation in the Backyard (2005), I put 
up with Memory Almost Full (2007), 
but with Kisses on the Bottom, I have 
to draw the line.
Kisses on the Bottom was severely 
disappointing. Granted, McCartney 
is now 69 years old, and the album 
is essentially a bunch of covers—
but it just didn’t cut if for me. 
With Stevie Wonder, Eric Clapton, 
Diana Krall, and John Clayton each 
playing some role in the making of 
this record, I feel there should have 
been much, much more to offer.
For what it is, the album’s fine 
enough. McCartney’s a musician 
well past his prime, singing old 
jazzy songs. As is to be expected 
though, he consistently strains to 
hit notes. Perhaps this is just me 
still trying to remember him as a 
mop-topped Beatle, but he simply 
doesn’t have the voice to fit this 
style of music.
Sir Paul owes more than 
‘Kisses on the Bottom’
Destined to be average, 
and that’s okay
By Cody Klyne, Editor in Chief
Whether you’re an eye roller or a true believer when it comes to discussions 
of fate and destiny, chances are 
you have an opinion one way or 
the other. In Kingdoms of Amalur: 
Reckoning, the world is governed by 
fate and predetermined outcomes, 
and you’re given the proverbial 
golden ticket as an aberration: a 
“fateless one.”
Fantasy clichés abound in 
the Kingdom of Amalur. You’ve 
got your gnomes and your elvish 
analog in the form of the mystical 
Fae. You’ve got your trolls and your 
gnolls. From steel greave to jewel-
encrusted helmet, it’s an inoffensive, 
generic fantasy. Aesthetically aping 
games the likes of World of Warcraft 
and Fable—something that has 
been acknowledged by the game’s 
developers, Big Huge Games and 38 
Studios—Reckoning seems to relish 
in particle effects, sunny skies, and 
doe-eyed NPCs. Where the game 
manages to introduce something 
new to the action RPG genre is in its 
fluid, combo-encouraging, combat 
system.
From smashing a sprite with 
a massive hammer, to kicking said 
sprite in the head, to slamming the 
ground to propel shards of rock in 
its general direction, Reckoning’s 
combat has the potential to be as 
simple, or as varied, as the player 
desires. It’s God of War lite done 
right. 
While the borderline uninspired 
world and storytelling of Reckoning 
might turn off those looking for 
more in the league of Skyrim, what’s 
presented is tight, functional, 
and fun. In an industry obsessed 
with the 5/5, it’s time to get real 
and make room for the “average” 
experience.
Grimes’ ‘Visions’ are fulfilled
By Angela Espinoza, Arts Editor
Claire Boucher, better known as Grimes, has been rising steadily to prominence 
since 2010. After relocating from 
Vancouver to Montreal in 2006, 
Boucher began developing an 
image that encompassed her 
alternative creativity and artistry, 
eventually and literally producing 
a sound to match this image. 
With the addition of Visions 
(released February 21), Boucher 
has remarkably released four LP’s 
in the span of two years; has it all 
paid off?
Visions opens with 
“InfiniteWithout Fulfillment 
(intro),” a tame blend of beats 
accompanied by Boucher’s light 
vocals. From then on until the 
soothing, ambient closer, “know 
the way (outro),” Boucher takes 
the listener through a world that 
blends familiar melodies, choirs of 
automatons, laser beams, and, of 
course, her signature neo-soprano 
vocalizations.
It seems as though nothing 
can stop the young artist from 
spreading her mechanical magic 
around the indie scene. Four 
albums strong already and Boucher 
has nowhere to look but up as she 
continues to create unique and 
beautifully chaotic music wherever 
she goes.
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By Eric Wilkins, Staff Writer
Craigslist. The magical website full of dubious personals, underpaying jobs, 
sketchy conversation “forums,” 
and endless items for sale. It’s all 
so wonderful and tempting, but 
beware, dear reader, there are some 
tricks of the trade you must know. 
Assuming you are out of those 
glorious teenage years and no 
longer in possession of complete 
knowledge of everything, this 
article should be useful. 
Tip 1: Bargain! This is the first 
and most important tip about 
Craigslist (if it wasn’t obvious to 
you already). The same rules apply 
as when you head out to a Chinese 
Night Market; if you’re paying full 
price, you’re paying too much. It’s 
not a store. There are no set prices. 
Start low and work him or her 
down from the initial listing price.
Tip 2: Do your research. The 
age-old adage, “If it’s too good to 
be true, it probably is,” holds true 
once again. If you’re going to shell 
out copious amounts of dough on 
a “great deal,” make sure that you 
know the product inside-out and 
backwards. An American-made 
Fender Stratocaster for $150 from 
someone who has no idea what 
they have? Sounds like a perfect 
opportunity to rip-off that poor 
fellow. However, if you don’t make 
sure you’re up to speed on it (serial 
number and such in this case), then 
you may be the one getting ripped-
off!
Tip 3: Meet in a public place. 
Not trying to sound like your 
mother here, but yes, there are 
some unsavoury characters out 
there whose homes you may not 
really wish to venture into. Nothing 
sounds quite as headline-worthy 
as “Man enters complete stranger’s 
home; now missing.” Shocker. 
Should a deal go south and you 
discover the sale isn’t what you 
thought it to be, it is far easier 
to walk away with no fears or 
repercussions when in public.
Tip 4: Don’t give out personal 
information. Again with the mom-
related theme here, but try to 
avoid even giving out your phone 
number. If the seller wants to make 
sure he or she can get in contact 
with you once you arrive, get the 
seller’s number. No need for you to 
reciprocate. 
Tip 5: Don’t get your friend 
to pick it up for you. It can be an 
unpleasant situation when, while 
seemingly convenient at the time, 
your pal shows up at your place 
with a fake item that you just paid 
for. Put in the time and make sure 
you’re the only one to blame (or 
congratulate) for your purchase.
Tip 6: Try to avoid the free stuff 
and the personals. Unless you have a 
burning desire to get your hands on 
a flea-ridden couch or a desperate, 
emotionally-unstable date, then it is 
probably a good idea to steer clear. 
Go forth and buy! 
By Sharon Miki, Assistant Editor
I’m not winning, but I’m not losing either. As we enter week four, the excitement of newness (diet, challenge, rivalry) has settled 
into a sort of oatmeal-flavoured flannel-textured 
bowl of drudgery that threatens to derail my rah-
rah progress. 
Adding to the 
perilous flat 
lining of our 
experiment? 
Jacey and I 
are now tied 
in weight loss percentage, since we’ve lost our 
first week’s progress due to the college scale’s 
miscalculations. It makes it hard to compete with 
the man when—despite constant heckling and 
attempts at rival sabotage—we just end up in the 
same boat.
Still, I go on. One thing that keeps me going is 
that people are starting to notice that my body is 
changing. As much as I’d like to say that external 
affirmation doesn’t matter to me, I’m not a robot; I 
appreciate compliments and find them motivating. 
Because I see myself every day, I can measure my 
results on paper, but they’re less apparent when I 
look in the mirror.
Yet, because I’m me and can’t take anything 
nice as just being nice, I find myself hyper-
analyzing peoples’ reactions to me. Thank you for 
noticing that my neck is less rotund, but was it 
really that grotesque before? 
A close friend embraced me yesterday and told 
me with what I’m sure were the best intentions, 
“Oh, Shar, you’re really starting to look normal 
again.” How 
can being 
10, 20, or 
100 pounds 
overweight 
make someone 
look not 
“normal”? I can’t help but feel both flattered and 
offended by these kinds of comments. When I 
started this thing 20ish pounds ago, was I some 
sort of gremlin? Did I have a monstrous second ass 
that everyone was too polite to point out?
Clearly, I haven’t fully sorted out the 
emotional aspects of this whole thing yet, but I’m 
working on it. So long as I keep running while 
dealing with my feelings (instead of moping over 
Kraft Dinner and cupcakes), it should work out in 
the end—i.e. with Jacey enjoying roach al dente. 
Progress so far (from week 2):
Sharon: -3%
Jacey: -3%
Smart buying on Craigslist:
’You will never find a more wretched hive of scum and villainy’
All tied up
The Rival Report: 
Updates from 
Waistland
 “One thing that keeps me going is that people are starting to notice 
that my body is changing. As much as I’d like to say that external 
affirmation doesn’t matter to me, I’m not a robot; I appreciate 
compliments and find them motivating.”
“It’s not a store. There are no set prices. Start low and work him or her 
down from the initial listing price.”
By Jacey Gibb, Opinions Editor
As of this article’s inception, I’m a pound behind Ms. Miki. My first successful weigh-in documented a 
seven pound drop over the week, meaning 
I shed the two I gained from before and 
then lost a handful more. But success 
should only be savoured in small doses, as 
my first instinct was to go celebrate with 
some beer.
As for breaking news on the fitness 
front, there is a lack of game-changing news 
on my side. I got a haircut and shaved my 
face, so I’m sure that’ll knock a few pounds 
off my weigh-in next week. In theory, setting 
aside an hour a day to punish your body 
on an exercise bike might sound like an 
accomplishable task—but during midterms 
this became more impossible than finding 
a table at the Cambie on a Friday night. 
It’s difficult to divert energy to physical 
activity when you’re pulling all-nighters and 
snoozing through lectures. But the majority 
of those wretched examinations are behind 
me now, so resume Operation Keep Fit and 
Have Fun.
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By Naomi Ambrose, Contributor
It’s time for a snack and you’re thinking about what you should eat. So you ask yourself: 
“Should I have my usual two slices 
of pizza with extra cheese and a 
diet soda? Or maybe I’ll have a 
bag of potato chips and a chocolate 
bar.” Hmm… Those options sound 
tempting, but the question is, are 
they healthy for you? No, they’re 
not! So here are my top healthy 
foods and the reasons why they are 
good for you.
I’ll begin with raisins. These 
small, green-or-black-coloured 
fruits are an excellent source 
of energy. As college students, 
we need all the energy we can 
get to study effectively, to listen 
attentively to our instructors, to 
do assignments, and to read our 
textbooks.
While reading, you can 
continue eating raisins to get boron, 
an important micro-nutrient that’s 
very beneficial to bones and joints. 
Since many of us regularly climb 
that treacherous hill to get to the 
New Westminster campus, it is 
important to have strong bones and 
joints. Getting enough boron from 
raisins will help make that up-hill 
trek a more enjoyable experience.
Raisins also provide an 
excellent supply of vitamin A, 
A-beta carotene, and A-carotenoid, 
which are all essential for good 
eyesight. Good eyesight is 
important because we need to 
read instructions clearly for our 
assignments and exams, especially 
if we are aiming for good grades.
We should also aim to have a 
daily supply of vitamin E, which we 
can get from sunflower seeds. They 
are grayish-green or black seeds in 
grey or black shells that often have 
black or white stripes. Vitamin E is 
very important for the prevention 
of heart disease. I am sure that most 
of you have heard that heart disease 
is one of the leading causes of death 
in North America. Don’t think that 
because you are not 40 or 50 that 
you shouldn’t worry about your 
heart. Instead, you can decrease 
your chances of developing heart 
disease by getting enough vitamin 
E from sunflower seeds. According 
to The World’s Healthiest Foods 
(whfoods.org), a quarter cup of 
sunflower seeds contains 62 per 
cent of the recommended daily 
value of vitamin E.
After you’ve eaten some 
sunflower seeds, why not have 
some celery? This tall, green 
stalked vegetable contains active 
compounds called phthalides that 
help to reduce stress hormones. As 
college students, I’m sure we’ve 
all felt stressed out whether it is 
because of exams, relationships, or 
work issues. Try to balance yourself 
by munching on some celery. If 
you’d like some added flavor, try 
dipping it in hummus or creamy 
peanut butter. Your stress hormones 
will thank you later.
Finally, try eating some bell 
peppers. These crunchy, glossy 
orange, yellow, green, or red 
vegetables are an excellent source 
of vitamin C, containing 117 
milligrams per cup, according to 
whfoods.org. That’s more than 
twice the amount found in an 
orange. Since it’s the winter season, 
we need all the help we can get to 
battle the cold and flu. As a recent 
cold sufferer, I ate a lot of bell 
peppers and I must say my cold 
was bearable. 
So next time you visit the 
grocery store or farmer’s market, 
make sure you get your supply of 
raisins, sunflower seeds, celery, and 
bell peppers.
CHOMP CHOMP CHOMP!
New Port Moody vegan restaurant is delicious and close
Healthy foods;
Necessary nutrients
By Keating Smith, Contributor
Among the tanning salons, fitness centres and townhouses in Suter Brook 
Village is Chomp Vegan Eatery, Port 
Moody’s newest and possibly first-
ever vegan restaurant.
“I came up with an idea to 
open a business with the goal of 
being involved in the community 
and to help give back to others,” 
says restaurateur Vanessa Mills. 
“Originally, I came up with an idea 
of creating a community-based 
special-needs arts program, which 
evolved into what you see today.”  
Being passionate about 
veganism and organic local food, 
and also having a space where she 
could offer local artists the chance 
to showcase their work, Mills 
decided starting a restaurant would 
be a more suitable idea. 
She spent years in the 
restaurant and catering industry 
and decided to take the self-
employment course at Douglas 
College last spring and, shortly 
after completion, wrote up a 
business plan. Like any business 
owner knows, the road is long 
and winding when starting up a 
business. However, with the help of 
Mills’ family and friends, Chomp’s 
doors opened a little over two 
months ago and the response from 
the community, in her opinion, has 
been “phenomenal.” 
“People in the Tri-Cities no 
longer have to drive to Vancouver 
to eat at a vegan restaurant and 
literally all of our marketing—with 
the exception of using social media 
and our website—has been through 
word of mouth.”
Previously, Chomp’s storefront 
was a skateboard/snowboard 
boutique with a lot of shelving 
areas along the walls. Mills decided 
to keep a lot of the old layout as it 
fit her vision to have an open and 
warm character for the restaurant 
and use them as an area to 
showcase local art. Open mic nights 
are also being hosted where anyone 
can come out to show off his or her 
spoken-word, comedic, or musical 
talents. The next one is set for 
February 25 from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. 
Now the most important part: 
the menu. It is divided into three 
sections from the appetizers to 
the entrees. Chomp has over a 
dozen options on the menu with 
additional specials and other 
creations not seen on the main 
menu. Choices include everything 
from their famous spicy tofu bowl 
to soul favorites such as poutine, 
mac ‘n’ cheese, and chili.  There 
are also pub food classics such 
as nachos and sliders, with the 
restaurant using white bean patties 
as the meat substitute for the latter. 
Chomp also has a tofu scrambler 
breakfast menu and features sweet-
tooth items such as strawberry 
doughnuts, chocolate mint cookies, 
banana muffins, and more. All 
meals range from $9 to $12. 
There’s a huge emphasis 
on using gluten-free bread, 
locally grown produce, and 
organic ingredients; all add to 
the sustainable living goal of the 
restaurant.
If you want takeout, it’s not a 
problem. Chomp uses 100 per cent 
biodegradable to-go containers or, 
if you prefer, you can bring in your 
own food containers. Just make 
sure it’s suitable for what you have 
ordered.
Chomp Vegan Eatery is located 
at #7-201 Morrissey Road in Suter 
Brook Village and is open daily 
from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. You can 
also visit them online at www.
chompveganeatery.com.
 “Chomp also has a tofu scrambler breakfast menu and features sweet-
tooth items such as strawberry doughnuts, chocolate mint cookies, 
banana muffins, and more. All meals range from $9 to $12.”
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By Natalie Serafini, Contributor
Few things make me feel quite as put together as when I have perfectly straight hair. 
Unfortunately, I generally have 
neither the time, the energy, nor 
the patience to get the desired 
stick-straight strands, and I end 
up with a sort of frizz-bomb (trust 
me, it’s not pretty). Adding to my 
woes, I can’t straighten a section 
multiple times since I’m concerned 
I’ll damage my hair beyond what a 
two-inch trim can repair. 
 Recently, though, I discovered 
a straightening technique that 
gets better results and—for me 
anyways—cuts down on time! It’s 
the Comb Chase Method, and it’s 
fantastic. All you need is a brush, 
a hair heat protectant or serum, 
a thin-toothed comb, and a hair 
straightener.
Step 1: Brush your hair, ridding 
yourself of tangles. Get it as smooth 
and tangle-free as possible.
Step 2: Apply your heat protectant 
or serum. This is important 
because even if you aren’t going 
over a section of hair with your 
straightener multiple times, it’s 
better to avoid damage and split-
ends. Plus, the protectant or serum 
will make your hair shinier and 
more fragrant. So do it!
Step 3: Take your thin-toothed 
comb in one hand. Take about a 
one-inch section of hair in the other. 
Comb through that section of hair 
a couple of times to ensure that it is 
tangle free. Is it? Good. 
Step 4: Take your comb to the top 
of your head like you’re about to 
comb through the section of hair 
again. For this part, I like to have 
the teeth of the comb facing up. 
Take the comb a little ways down 
your hair, holding the comb and the 
section firmly in one hand.
Step 5: Take your straightener and 
clamp it down on that section of 
hair between the comb and your scalp, 
so your straightener is at the top of 
your hair, and your comb is further 
down towards the ends. Yes? 
Moving on.
Step 6: Gradually move the comb 
and the straightener down the 
section of hair, with the straightener 
“chasing” the comb (hence the 
name Comb Chase Method). Done? 
Well, voilà! Repeat for the rest of 
your hair.
 It may sound more tedious 
than simply going to town with 
your straightener, but the method 
actually takes me much less time 
and effort. Also, I only have to go 
over a section of hair once for it to 
be good and straight, cutting down 
on heat-hair contact. You end up 
with hair that is smoother and—
unless you do some intense hair 
whipping later—stays that way. For 
shiny, soft, straight hair, run a comb 
through it!
By Allie Davison, Staff Writer
Currently I live with one of my best friends and her boyfriend. So I guess I already 
live with a boy, but he doesn’t really 
count; he works a lot, so I never see 
him, and his girlfriend cleans up 
after him. 
In a few months, when my 
lease is up, I plan to move out of 
my current apartment and into the 
house my boyfriend rents with two 
other guys. Why, you ask? Mainly 
money—I have none of it. And by 
May, unless I win the lottery (plan 
A) or get a fabulous high-paying 
job (plan B), I’ll have even less of 
it. So, to save money—and I guess 
because I like hanging out with my 
boyfriend—I’ll sacrifice my clean 
bathroom, mould-free fridge, and 
possibly my sanity and move in with 
three boys. 
Yet, all is not lost. I have a few 
tricks up my sleeve, and it’ll take 
more than a few overflowing-with-
dirty-dishes sinks to make me back 
down.  
The sweet approach 
When they do something nice (such 
as clean up after themselves, or 
clean the bathroom) I’ll reward them 
with treats, like cookies or muffins 
(this method may be better known 
as bribery). I predict this will work 
especially well because these boys 
are pretty kitchen illiterate; hitting 
the popcorn preset button on the 
microwave is about as much cooking 
as they do.
The fire-with-fire approach
This one’s pretty straightforward. As 
much as there are super gross things 
guys can do, well here’s a news flash: 
girls can be gross too. And annoying. 
You leave the toilet seat up? I leave 
tampons around. You “forget” to 
pick up your dirty clothes from the 
floor? I “forget” you worked the 
graveyard shift last night as I rock 
out to Britney while getting ready. 
The no more Ms. Nice Girlfriend 
approach
If worst comes to worst, I can always 
whip out the kryptonite. That’s right, 
I’ll withhold sex, and maybe videos 
games too! Of course the sex thing 
would only be applicable to my 
boyfriend, but I’m pretty sure it’ll 
be enough encouragement for him 
to hassle his boys into cleaning—or 
he’ll just do it himself (either works 
for me!).
In reality, I don’t think it’ll be this 
bad. From the nights (and days) I’ve 
already spent there, I haven’t noticed 
anything too disgusting. But, just in 
case they’ve been frantically cleaning 
in the minutes before I arrive, then 
I’ll be ready. Two can play at that 
game, boys. 
I have to live with a boy: 
Well, actually three of them
How to straighten your hair:
The Comb Chase Method
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Are the Canucks doomed to repeat or are they destined for a Cup 
comeback?
Historic or sophomoric?
By Siavash Emamzadeh 
Contributor
The Vancouver Canucks have been embroiled in a lot of stormy weather over the past 
year—with an ugly Stanley Cup 
Finals loss, embarrassing city-wide 
riots, and the passing of former 
teammate Rick Rypien. With this in 
mind, many fans are looking to this 
year’s Cup campaign as a potential 
source of redemption for the 
team: while some may argue that 
looking for the Canucks to make 
back-to-back Finals appearances 
is unrealistic, many still refuse to 
dismiss their home team’s chances 
of a spot in the big dance. So, the 
question is: can the Vancouver 
Canucks return to this year’s 
Stanley Cup Finals? If they do, what 
are the chances that they will hoist 
the iconic silverware when all’s said 
and done?
In order to answer that 
question, I must preface it with 
another – why did the Vancouver 
Canucks fall to the Boston Bruins 
in the 2010/2011 Finals? While a 
lack of toughness seems to be what 
most Canuckleheads would give as 
an answer, there was also the issue 
of the much-acclaimed power play 
going as dry as a joke delivered 
by Bill Belichick. That’s not to say, 
however, that their other units 
were productive either. So overall, 
their shortages amount to a lack of 
offence and grit. I have an inkling 
though that a lot of Vancouverites 
will point their forever-erect finger 
(index, that is) at goaltending as 
well. Was that a problem in last 
year’s regular season? Not at all. 
What about the playoffs? Perhaps 
to an extent. But whatever problem 
there was with goaltending, it 
has been remedied this season. 
Cory Schneider has proven his 
worth with stellar performances 
against elite and rival teams. The 
composure he has displayed is 
akin to that of Cam Ward at the 
peak of his career (when Ward 
won the Stanley Cup with the 
Carolina Hurricanes). Meanwhile, 
Schneider’s goaltending style, 
which is much like Kiprusoff’s, 
seldom puts him out of position 
and enables him to stay on his feet 
when there is a rebound. As for 
Luongo, he too is bound for another 
solid season and has demonstrated 
that he is stronger between the ears. 
For many people, the big knock 
on Roberto has always been that 
he is mentally weak and struggles 
when critics (whether it’s fans, the 
media, or his team) don’t have faith 
in him. He has certainly dispelled 
that belief! This season, he’s been 
replaced by Schneider following 
an injury, and was cast aside until 
Schneider’s performance declined; 
and, he was shelved in favour of 
Schneids for the only game of the 
year versus last year’s champions, 
the Boston Bruins. In light of all 
these developments, Luongo has 
yet to pout or demand a trade; on 
the contrary, he’s played great.
Unfortunately, I believe 
goaltending is the only improved 
and bright spot for the Canucks this 
season. 
The Canucks defence has 
stayed the same, if not gotten 
worse. Sure, Erhoff’s departure 
does not necessarily fare poorly 
as far as the Canucks’ chances in 
the playoffs. He was spectacular 
in the regular season, but as soon 
as the postseason reared its head, 
he pulled a disappearing act that 
would’ve astounded even Houdini. 
And what has been done 
about Ballard and his mysterious 
relationship with Alain Vigneault? 
It would appear that it has not 
been addressed. To assume that 
Ballard is going to be in any given 
lineup is virtually as random as 
selecting a winning lottery ticket 
from a handful. The team has often 
flaunted its solidarity and oneness; 
we’re led to believe, almost on a 
daily basis, that there is no “bad 
seed” in the locker room. The 
irregular bond between Vigneault 
and Ballard suggests otherwise. 
Then there’s the story of the 
oft-injured Sami Salo, whose 
frequent absences from the lineup 
may have something to do with the 
power play’s inconsistency. When 
the power play is based on him 
manning the point and unleashing 
howitzers, it’s understandable 
that it takes some adapting when 
he’s on the IR. Otherwise, things 
have remained the same, with Dan 
Hamhuis carrying the “D” in a 
very low profile kind of way. And 
fortunately, Aaron Rome continues 
to play with grit. Speaking of grit, 
we get to the offense, which last 
year lost Raffi Torres—who was 
arguably the grittiest Canuck in 
2011 (especially the playoffs). Why 
was he not re-signed? Because 
Gillis thought Torres did not 
deserve a raise. Instead, he went 
out and got Sturm… yeah, how 
did that work out? The toughness 
that Torres provided was never 
more clear than when he was 
suspended following his hit on 
Brent Seabrook in the first round 
of last year’s playoffs versus the 
Chicago Blackhawks. When Torres 
was not patrolling the ice as a result 
of being suspended, Duncan Keith 
suddenly became George Laraque, 
once running over a trio of Canucks 
in one sequence. Plus, Torres had 
more elements to his game, as on 
a number of occasions, he put the 
puck in the net. Correct me if I’m 
wrong, but isn’t Torres exactly the 
type of player the Canucks need? 
Gillis does not want to sign a one-
dimensional, enforcer-type player 
like George Parros, but rather an 
“energy player.” 
A player the Canucks should 
have gotten rid of is Mason 
Raymond. It’s fair to say that the 
Canucks have enough speed on 
their squad. Mason Raymond is the 
odd man out, so to speak, because 
there’s little else to his game than 
speed; he’s undersized and is not 
elusive enough to put the puck in 
the net on a steady basis. 
With this in mind, it’s baffling 
as to why the team basically signed 
another Raymond by the name of 
David Booth. Yes, Booth once had 
potential to be a superstar in the 
league; however, after sustaining 
a series of debilitating hits, he has 
dealt with concussions and their 
resulting consequences. Now, his 
game is more or less speed-based.
Finally, there’s Kesler: the 
player who won the Selke Trophy 
for his performance in last year’s 
regular season. Then of course, 
on the heels of the playoff series 
against the Nashville Predators, 
Kesler’s play deteriorated in a 
big way. He did not play with 
that surge of energy for which he 
is known. The bad news for this 
season is that Kesler is already 
playing like that, starting from the 
mid-point of the regular season. 
Personally, I suspect that it’s 
because of an astronomical hit he 
took from the Detroit Red Wings’ 
Nik Kronwall. 
With the aforementioned in 
mind, I strongly doubt the Canucks, 
as they are currently built, will get 
to the Finals this year at all. That’s 
not to say that they won’t get deep 
in the postseason, but I suspect 
management has not addressed the 
problems that led to the Canucks 
loss to the Bruins last year. The 
personnel are who they are, and 
I allocate very little, if any blame, 
to them; rather, I think the finger 
should be pointed at Gillis. I will 
concede that during his tenure 
thus far, he has taken this team and 
made them a strong Stanley Cup 
contender. But as far as this year 
compared to last, and with the goal 
of winning the Stanley Cup, he has 
not done enough.
“…Erhoff’s departure does not necessarily fare poorly as far as the 
Canucks’ chances in the playoffs. He was spectacular in the regular 
season, but as soon as the postseason reared its head, he pulled a 
disappearing act that would’ve astounded even Houdini.”
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“I acquired her during midterms, which was a fantastic idea, because 
instead of applying myself to my studies, I was able to ignore the 
textbooks on my desk and spend hours throwing toy mice around 
the apartment while she chased after them.”
By Jacey Gibb, Opinions Editor
My transformation into an overly enthusiastic cat person was as unexpected 
as it was gradual. We’ve all been 
exposed to the caricature of the 
crazy, senile cat lady that has 
more felines than she has fingers, 
but I always assumed I was safe 
from sharing a similar fate. After 
all, I don’t have a vagina and, for 
the most part, have managed to 
maintain my mental health. Both of 
these characteristics are uncommon 
in crazy cat ladies, yet it would 
appear that feline fanaticism no 
longer discriminates against a 
person’s sex or mental stability.
I’ve lived with cats before, but 
it wasn’t until about a year ago 
that I was able to add the title of 
“Cat Owner” to my make-believe 
business card. A fateful Craigslist 
posting led me to a grungy 
basement suite in North Vancouver 
and I was introduced to a kitten 
smaller than my fist. Two weeks 
later, I was transporting said animal 
across the city in a Build-A-Bear 
box back to her new home. I settled 
on the name Inspector Ciabatta 
Lebowski and with that, my descent 
into dementia began.
It started innocently enough. 
Everyone who met Ciabatta cooed 
over her cuteness and how feisty 
the feline was, so I assumed my 
fascination with her was normal. 
I acquired her during midterms, 
which was a fantastic idea, because 
instead of applying myself to my 
studies, I was able to ignore the 
textbooks on my desk and spend 
hours throwing toy mice around the 
apartment while she chased after 
them.
But then things took a turn for 
the unusual. My roommate and 
I began to express our feelings 
out loud about how much we 
enjoyed the cat. Showering her with 
affection and attention when we 
were alone was one thing, but once 
we realized how strongly we both 
felt, the floodgates to our emotions 
opened.
Not long after that, a friend was 
over and as we were leaving for the 
evening, he asked me if I always 
did that. When I asked what he was 
referring to, he pointed out that I 
had called out goodbye to the cat. 
Up until this point, it didn’t even 
register that this was something I 
did often. I became self-aware.
Everything’s a blur from that 
point forward. I mentioned to my 
roommate how ridiculous of a habit 
it was for me to bid farewell to the 
cat and we laughed over how weird 
some cat owners were—especially 
the ones who referred to their cats 
as their “baby” or “child.” This 
naturally led to a stage where we 
briefly called Ciabatta our daughter, 
but we quickly realized that our 
satire was slinking towards to a 
reality and immediately ceased 
such behaviour.
The climax, and my ultimate 
realization of where I’ve allowed 
myself to go, occurred earlier this 
month when we had a birthday 
party for Ciabatta. I realized that 
her birthday was coming up and 
made a comment about how 
hilarious it would be if we had 
a kegger to celebrate her having 
survived living with us for a year. 
But this “joking” then led to me 
making a Facebook event and 
creating a guest list. Friends came 
over with presents. Someone made 
a cat food cake with catnip icing. 
We all got sufficiently trashed and 
freaked the cat out with the amount 
of people that showed up, since 
she wasn’t even aware that many 
humans existed.  I think I had more 
fun at her birthday party than I’ve 
had at some of my own.
Is it weird that when I’m on the 
bus ride home, I get excited because 
it means I’ll soon be reunited with 
my cat? More than likely. I prefer 
Ciabatta’s company over that of 
most humans, and if that’s not a red 
flag, I don’t know what is. So let 
my story be a warning to the rest of 
you. When picking out your next 
pet, get something less adorable 
and with a shorter lifespan. Like sea 
monkeys. No one’s ever heard of a 
crazy sea monkey lady.
My personal descent into a 
cat-atonic state
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By Caitlin Van Den Brink
Contributor
Recently, the scientific journal Nature released an article called “The Toxic Truth 
About Sugar” and, admittedly, 
it makes some pretty drastic 
claims. According to the article’s 
researchers, eating sugar in excess 
can cause things like diabetes, 
high blood pressure, and—here’s 
something new—it can also cause 
obesity. The researchers also 
mention that sugar is linked to 
cognitive diseases and certain types 
of cancer. 
To make things even more 
dramatic, the study claims 
that sugar should be regulated 
because it has many of the same 
characteristics as alcohol: it’s 
everywhere in our society, it’s toxic 
(who knew?), it has a negative 
impact on society, and it apparently 
has a potential for abuse.
Conveniently though, they 
provide us with a solution: tax 
sugar like there’s no tomorrow 
and impose a legal buying age on 
the stuff. This might sound like 
a decent proposal, considering 
that added sugar is found in 
everything from cough syrups 
to salad dressing these days; the 
penny-an-ounce sugar tax would 
generate another source of income 
for the government, and children 
and broke college students would 
be encouraged to buy cheaper, 
healthier alternatives. 
At a larger scale, imposing 
these measures would undermine 
Canada’s $5 billion-a-year 
beverage industry, which would 
inevitably affect a number of jobs 
in our already frail economy. But 
it wouldn’t only affect the pops 
and juices that line the shelves of 
grocery chains, because the added 
sugars that the report claims are 
the major culprits—high fructose 
corn syrup and sucrose—are pretty 
much ubiquitous in everything we 
eat.
Frankly, jobs are hard enough to 
come by without something else out 
there to slow down consumerism 
and discourage potential employers 
from hiring. Don’t get me wrong; 
there’s nothing wrong with eating 
healthy. Everyone knows that 
eating a real egg will benefit you a 
lot more than eating some Cadbury 
Mini Eggs. What the writers behind 
the sugar article and, indeed, a lot 
of people out there, don’t seem to 
understand is that it’s all about this 
great word called “moderation.” 
Almost anything in excess is 
dangerous to a person’s health: 
vitamin C can cause kidney stones, 
vitamin A can cause osteoporosis, 
and iron can cause heart failure. 
It makes sense that, if someone 
consumes too much of any one 
thing, they’re going to suffer from 
side effects. That’s not the fault of 
the commodity, though; it’s the 
fault of the person who claims to 
be a sugar addict (though research 
has yet to prove that this even 
exists). Instead of punishing those 
who have already succumbed 
to the world of excessive 
sugary-goodness, why not instil 
preventative measures against 
those who haven’t yet fallen into 
that trap? Focus on teaching health 
and fitness in elementary schools 
and maybe introduce tax subsidies 
for businesses that follow certain 
fitness protocols.
There are dozens of solutions 
out there, and few of them include 
telling a high school athlete that 
he’s too young to buy a bottle of 
Powerade. 
Hops
Make like a rabbit and check out Hops
The sweet solution to sugar
Is taxation really the answer?
By Allie Davison, Staff Writer
Does cafeteria food fail to cater to your 
taste buds? Not digging the Dougout? 
Then grab your finest bib and try to 
avoid drooling on the person next 
to you, because we’re here to offer 
salvation for you students looking to 
humble your hunger, without having to 
wear your shoes out getting there.
We all remember the cringe-worthy 57 Below, yes? It was dark, dank, and 
could always be counted on to hold 
the creepiest of creepers. Personally, 
although I am a known bar lover, I 
was far from sad to see it close its 
doors last year. 
Understandably, I was 
apprehensive when I noticed a 
new bar going in under the New 
Westminster SkyTrain station, right 
next door to where the 57 Below 
used to lurk. Sure, the exterior 
of the building received a much 
needed makeover—much less 
grubby, for one thing—but even 
though 57 Below had been gutted, 
I was convinced that all the bleach 
in the world couldn’t wipe that 
building’s soul clean.
Hops opened in late January, 
and for those unfortunate students 
who have yet to check it out, I 
strongly recommend it. I’ve been 
to the bar a few times now since its 
opening and I’m happy to report 
that it is—for the most part—a huge 
success. 
This particular instance I 
went down for some lunch with 
my brother. We were greeted 
by a very friendly waitress, and 
chose a nice booth (with its own 
individual TV!) near the front of the 
pub. The atmosphere of the place 
easily out-classes its predecessor 
by about a million points. It’s 
furnished with some dark wood 
and granite tables and leather 
chairs/booths. The walls and bar 
are made up of more dark wood, 
and stone. This combination makes 
you feel like you’re in a much 
more sophisticated location than 
underneath a SkyTrain station. 
The food and drinks are a little 
pricier then I would have liked, 
around $12-$14 for a burger and 
$5 for a pint. And, much to my 
dismay, Hops has opted not to 
serve pitchers of beer! Travesty! 
This is, however, a trend I’ve been 
seeing more and more of around 
Vancouver—something I sincerely 
hope will stop spreading. The 
menu is impressively extensive, 
with a variety of appy’s (both 
conventional, potato skins, and 
unconventional, giant pretzels!) and 
all the pub standards like burgers, 
wings, etc. But hey, let’s also throw 
in some delicious Mac and Cheese 
to mix it up a little. I’m confident 
that almost anyone could find at 
least something on the menu that 
catches their eye.
I settled for the mac ‘n’ cheese, 
with prime rib baked in and served 
with a house salad and garlic bread 
($14.99) while my brother decided 
on the Bacon Bacon Cheeseburger 
($12.99). That’s right, TWO 
BACONS. This badass burger is not 
only topped with bacon, but also 
has bacon cooked right into the beef 
patty and has bacon chipotle mayo 
on top. So good—or at least my 
brother assured me it was.
All in all, I think I’ll be making 
Hops a semi-regular stomping 
ground of mine. The prices were 
a little too high to make it an 
honorary steady regular, but the 
food was too delicious to cut it out 
completely. I recommend it to all 
with a few extra dollars in their 
food budget.
 “Sure, the exterior of the building received a much needed makeover—
much less grubby, for one thing—but even though 57 Below had been 
gutted, I was convinced that all the bleach in the world couldn’t wipe that 
building’s soul clean.”
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Part-time dream jobs can be a full-time nightmare
Employment opportunities for students can be misleading
The inventor of the PVR was surely Satan’s spawn
I’m going on the record as against them
By Eric Wilkins, Staff Writer
 Just under a year ago now, our household was blessed with a marvel of technology: a PVR. 
Needless to say, my childlike 
mirth knew no bounds when it 
learned of this acquisition. Short 
of actually being through the roof, 
I was just that. From then on, any 
show, game, movie, or otherwise 
that would have been missed in an 
ordinary world, was recorded. It 
was glorious.
Now, months later, with 
several seasons of The Office and 
endless movies safely recorded, 
the attraction to this device has not 
waned, but a horrible realization 
has dawned on me. While I often 
don’t have time to actually watch 
the programmes when they’re 
on—hence the excessive use of the 
PVR—and really don’t have the 
time even after the fact, I manage 
to watch everything anyway. 
“Manage” is really the wrong 
word here; it almost has a positive 
connotation about it, but this is 
definitely far from a good thing. 
It’s wonderful to have the ability to 
catch up on everything you missed; 
however, I’m catching up much too 
much these days. Whether or not 
this should be surprising to me, I 
watch more television now than I 
did before we picked up a PVR. 
What’s wrong with that? Well, 
shameful as it is to admit, PVR 
has provided me with yet another 
opportunity for procrastination. In 
the good old days, when there was 
nothing good on the boob tube I 
would simply give up my efforts 
to abstain from work and finish 
what needed to be done. But now, 
thanks to our evil PVR unit, if I 
can’t find something moderately 
interesting at the time, I can just 
flip to previously-aired-material 
and continue my mindless spiral 
away from homework. First World 
problems.
In addition to this, my 
already less-than-favourable 
sleep schedule has been thrown 
even more off balance. No longer 
is late-night television restricted 
exclusively to Seinfeld reruns! With 
the comfortable lure of the couch 
and all those daytime soaps UFC 
fights at my fingertips, my bed has 
become a veritable stranger.
The worst part is that I have 
no desire to stop. The PVR, and 
my desire to use and abuse it, has 
become like a cockroach to me; I 
can’t kill it. It’s horrible. Deplorable. 
One might go so far as to say 
disgusting. 
Who saw this one coming? My 
worst enemy turned out to be an 
electronic box. The moral of my 
story? Technology is evil. 
By Jacey Gibb, Opinions Editor
What student doesn’t dream of finding their ideal part-time job, with 
flexible hours and matching great 
pay to go with it? By this point 
in your life, you’ve probably had 
your first experience working 
in the retail industry, and it’s 
even more likely that it was an 
unpleasant one. Unfortunately, 
with nothing more than a high 
school diploma, securing decent 
employment on the side while you 
finish post-secondary school can 
be a challenge. But it’s because of 
our deluded expectations of what 
part-time jobs should be, that the 
student demographic becomes 
an ideal target for “scam jobs.” 
I’m using the term in quotations 
because technically, yes, you can 
make money doing these kinds 
of jobs, but the way they operate 
and advertise themselves is very 
misleading.
The two main companies 
that I want to warn you about are 
Canadian Property Stars and Vector 
Marketing, both of which you’ve 
probably heard of, thanks to their 
aggressive recruitment campaigns.
If you’ve ever seen something 
written on your classroom 
whiteboard advertising a part-time 
job with high wages, Canadian 
Property Stars (CPS) are probably 
behind it. Wherever there’s a 
bulletin board on campus, there’s 
a flyer announcing to the world 
that CPS is now hiring for the 
upcoming season. Specializing in 
“property maintenance needs,” 
the posters scream about how 
amazing the job opportunities are. 
I first encountered the company 
last year and applied for a position, 
with someone calling me later 
that same day to offer me an 
interview, claiming that I was just 
what they were looking for. But 
before I received the call, I had 
decided to do some research and 
found nothing but terrible stories 
online warning me to stay away. 
Some people even reported that 
they had to rent machinery from 
the company and when they were 
unable to sell their services to 
anyone, ended up losing money. I 
told the woman on the phone that 
I was no longer interested, but for 
the next week, everyday I received 
phone calls asking me to come in 
for an interview. It’s like having a 
crazy ex-girlfriend but without the 
foreplay.
More recently, a friend and I 
were finishing up at the Douglas 
fitness centre when a girl came 
up to us and asked if we were 
looking for summer employment. I 
immediately declined her offer but 
she continued to tell my friend all 
about this great new opportunity. 
It didn’t surprise me at all to find 
out she works for CPS. Why don’t 
more people realize that if a job 
is so great, then why would the 
company have to advertise so 
much and have people lurk around 
campuses trying to recruit workers?
“But Jacey! You never actually 
worked for them, so how can you 
say they’re a scam! All you did 
was research them online!” Yes, 
it’s true that you shouldn’t believe 
everything you read on the Internet. 
But luckily, for my argument 
against Vector Marketing, I have 
a much more reliable source: a 
former employee. I was recently 
able to speak with Jane*, a Douglas 
College student who, though very 
briefly, was employed with Vector 
Marketing as a sales person earlier 
this year. She told me about how the 
interview process was a joke, with 
the interviewer only asking “Why 
do you want this job” before hiring 
her on the spot, despite having no 
previous work experience. Once 
she went through several days of 
unpaid training, her next step was 
to purchase a mandatory demo 
set of knives for $140. Jane’s new 
job consisted entirely of providing 
demonstrations for clients that 
she found herself, with emphasis 
being on people she already knew 
on a personal level. For every 
demonstration someone does 
for Vector, they make $17 plus 
10 per cent commission off of 
whatever products they manage 
to sell. In theory, this seems like a 
decent proposal, but not when the 
products are horribly overpriced. 
The most expensive knife set, which 
comes with 32 pieces, costs $2700. 
I don’t know about you guys, but I 
think I’ll stick to my crappy $20 set 
instead.
Also, the demonstrations can’t 
be done for students or people 
without full-time jobs. This meant 
Jane was faced with a big problem 
because she is new to the country 
and knows mostly other students. 
When she discussed her dilemma 
with her supervisor, he encouraged 
her to seek out her friends’ parents 
and try to target them. Something 
that would otherwise be considered 
an invasion of privacy is actually 
encouraged with Vector.
After only a month of working 
for Vector, with no sales made yet 
and over half of her demonstrations 
deemed unfit for consideration, 
Jane handed in her two weeks 
notice.
Basically, it all comes down to 
playing it smart when scouring for 
employment. If a job sounds too 
good to be true, unfortunately, it 
likely is. A simple Google search 
will reveal a company’s past and 
give you some insight into any 
shady prospects. As a rule of 
thumb, when the first suggestion 
that comes up is “(Company’s 
name) scam,” it’s best you seek 
elsewhere.
*By request, the student interviewed 
has had their name withheld
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Canadian Paralympian lands first backflip on sit ski
NHL Trade Deadline; who’s selling, who’s buying?
Canadian teams coast-to-coast
By Keating Smith, Contributor
31-year-old Josh Dueck successfully conquered the trick earlier this month that 
left him a full T-11 paraplegic in the 
spring of 2004. While training in the 
Silver Star terrain park just outside 
of Vernon, Dueck attempted his 
signature backflip off a jump, which 
sent him 10-stories into the air 
instead of the three he anticipated. 
Dueck landed on his head, breaking 
his neck and severing his spinal 
cord. From that point on, he has 
been wheelchair-ridden. 
This tragic accident did not 
end his career. Dueck has won 
medals in the X Games and won 
silver during the 2010 Winter 
Paralympics. Despite the podiums 
and medals, Dueck still wanted 
to land a backflip on a sit ski—as 
impossible as it may have seemed.
“I did think about that when 
I was first hurt but the reality was 
really far away,” Dueck said in 
an interview with the Globe and 
Mail. “As I got better and talked 
about [doing a sit ski backflip], it 
was Nicholas Bass, who used to 
coach with the Canadian aerials 
team, who said, ‘This is not only 
possible; it’s really easy to do.’” 
The possibility of doing one was 
only a matter of understanding the 
physics and science behind them.
Dueck spent the summer in 
Colorado at an indoor training 
facility, and after completing 
several successful backflips in the 
Whistler-Blackcomb terrain park on 
their airbag jump earlier this year, 
he was ready to do the real thing. 
“Obviously safety is a top 
priority for me in this backflip.” 
“The last thing I want to be is in a 
worse situation than what I’m in 
[right now].”  
Powder Mountain Cat skiing 
built him a jump in the Whistler 
backcountry at his request. He 
“knew that deep-soft snow would 
leave him the biggest margin for 
error.” After a few straight airs 
off the jump, he had a feel for the 
mountain and “sent it” on the 
February afternoon, landing on 
his first attempt. “Having a spinal 
cord injury is not easy. But I chose 
to move forward and focus on the 
things that make me happy.”
Mike Douglas, a Whistler-based 
ski producer/director and good 
friend of Dueck, documented the 
whole experience. You can watch it 
at: www.salomonfreeski.com
By Josh Martin, Sports Editor
The Vancouver Canucks are most 
likely not going to do anything 
significant leading up to the 
February 27 trade deadline. They 
arguably have all of the components 
that they need to make another run 
at the Stanley Cup. There has been 
some talk about Cory Schneider 
being involved in a blockbuster 
trade that would bring a top six 
forward to the organization, but 
right now that is too much of a 
risk with the inconsistent play of 
Roberto Luongo in the playoffs. If 
anything the Canucks will land a 
third-line forward in exchange for 
Mason Raymond.
The Calgary Flames, as of last 
Thursday, are sitting one point 
out of the final playoff spot in the 
Western Conference, which simply 
means that if they want to make 
a push they’re going to be buying 
come trade deadline. Jarome Iginla, 
Olli Jokinen, and Alex Tanguay 
have been pretty solid up front, but 
when it comes to the Flames third 
and fourth line they’re lacking. 
They need depth and another solid 
two-way defenseman who can 
compliment Jay Bouwmeester on 
the backend. Look for the Calgary 
Flames to make a splash heading 
into the deadline. 
The Edmonton Oilers haven’t 
had a terrible season despite 
being in the 14 spot in the Western 
Conference so far this season. 
They’ve shown a lot of potential 
and promise with their young guns; 
Taylor Hall, Jordan Eberle, Ryan 
Nugent-Hopkins, and Sam Gagner, 
who will all be the nucleus for the 
Oilers organization for years to 
come. This team is in its rebuilding 
stages and with only 50 points in 
56 games the playoffs are out of 
the question. Finishing as one of 
the bottom teams in the league this 
year will be beneficial in getting 
yet another top pick in the NHL 
draft this summer to add on to 
their list of talented young players. 
The Oilers are going to continue 
to rebuild their team with the 
exception of veteran winger Ryan 
Smyth, who is a possible candidate 
for a trade in exchange for an up-
and-coming young gun. 
The Winnipeg Jets are in that 
bubble of either making it or 
breaking it with just six points out 
of the final playoff spot. They need 
to shop for a first-line forward that 
can carry the load on his shoulders 
if they want to string together 
some wins in order to make the 
playoffs. However with their given 
circumstances it doesn’t look as 
though they have the options to 
acquire that top guy and make it 
happen. On the other hand, for 
Jets fans it’s a thrill just to watch 
hockey again in their hometown. 
I’m sure Winnipeg won’t be too 
disappointed when the Jets don’t 
qualify for the post-season.
The Toronto Maple Leafs hold 
the eighth and final playoff spot 
in the Eastern Conference with 64 
points as of last Thursday.  They 
have a solid team with Phil Kessel 
and Joffrey Lupul leading the way 
with 62 and 61 points respectively, 
but they need a solid number 
one goaltender. They can’t keep 
trading games between Jonas “The 
Monster” Gustavsson and James 
Reimer who are both putting up 
numbers that are comparative to 
a backup goalie at best. GM Brian 
Burke needs to pull the trigger 
for a proven starting goaltender... 
perhaps the Canucks very own 
Cory Schneider?
The Ottawa Senators are in a 
similar situation as the Toronto 
Maple Leafs, sitting at seventh spot 
in the tight Eastern Conference. 
They too are in desperate need of a 
goaltender with their whole team 
reluctantly relying on number one 
Craig Anderson who isn’t exactly 
starting material. Other than that, 
their defence is in solid shape with 
Erik Karlsson bolstering the blue 
line and leading the league among 
defensemen in scoring with 53 
points, and their offence isn’t the 
main concern. The Senators are 
going to have to shop for a number 
one goaltender if they want to be 
real competitors in the playoff race.
 
The Montreal Canadiens have 
taken a bit of a plunge compared to 
the team that they were last year. 
They’re in 13 spot in the East with 
a 23-25-10 record and are eight 
points out of the final playoff spot. 
Their main concern seems to lie 
offensively where they’re lacking 
a number one centre to take on the 
reins, however it seems that they’re 
too far off from the playoff race to 
even make the playoffs this season 
which could mean that they’ll be 
selling some of their guys. 32-year-
old Scott Gomez has just one goal 
and seven assists this season, a 
bitter disappointment. Look for 
his name to be among trade talk 
rumours within the next week. 
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Volleyball
The women’s volleyball team lost back-
to-back games against the Capilano 
University Blues this past weekend, both 
in 3–0 affairs. They finish their season in 
sixth place in the standings with a 3–21 
record in 24 matches played with six 
points. 
The men’s volleyball team had back-
to-back wins against the Blues this past 
Friday and Saturday, with both matches 
resulting in 3–0 victories. They finish their 
regular season off sitting in second place 
in the standings with a 19–5 record in 24 
matches and 38 points. 
Douglas College will host the 
PacWest Volleyball Championships 
this week from Thursday February 23 
to Saturday February 25. The women’s 
volleyball squad starts action in the 
quarterfinals on Thursday with the CBC 
Bearcats and the Camosun Chargers 
rounding out the qualifying teams while 
the men’s team has a bye right into the 
semi-finals on Friday. 
Games start with quarterfinals on 
Thursday and semi-finals on Friday at 1 
p.m., 3 p.m., 6 p.m., and 8 p.m. Saturday 
features the women’s and men’s bronze 
games at 1 p.m. and 3 p.m. with the 
women’s final shortly after at 5:30 p.m., 
along with the men’s final at 8 p.m. Come 
support your Royals! Free admission! 
Basketball
The men’s basketball team came out with 
a huge win this past weekend against 
the CBC Bearcats in a 95–83 decision to 
wrap up the regular season. With that win 
they clinched the final sixth spot in the 
standings with a 7–9 record and 14 points 
in 16 games. They will be making their 
way to Capilano for the PacWest playoffs 
on March 1. 
The women’s basketball team did not 
qualify for the playoffs this season, but did 
finish their year off on a high note with 
a 65–59 win against the CBC Bearcats on 
Saturday. Their 3–13 record and six points 
in 16 games were good enough to earn 
them the eighth spot in the standings.
Royals Roundup
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By David Hollinshead, Staff Writer
The day after Valentine’s Day, free agency began in the CFL. With many players losing 
their jobs, it didn’t take long for 
some of them to find new ones, as 
teams looked to improve on their 
2011 seasons. Even the defending 
champions, the BC Lions, have 
been one of the more active teams, 
making some pretty big splashes. 
The biggest prizes of this free 
agent class were both on offence: 
former Saskatchewan Roughriders 
receiver Andy Fantuz, who missed 
half of last season with the Chicago 
Bears before getting cut, and 
Winnipeg Blue Bombers offensive 
lineman Brendon Labatte. Former 
Edmonton Eskimo receiver Jason 
Barnes, who was also cut a few 
days before free agency started, 
would be an excellent runner up for 
anyone in the Fantuz mix. While 
on defence, the top crop of players 
came from Toronto. Defensive backs 
Lin-J Shell, Byron Parker, and Willie 
Pile all hit free agency. Canadian 
linebacker Jason Pottinger also hit 
free agency, but quickly re-signed 
with Toronto. BC Lions allowed all-
star defensive tackle Aaron Hunt 
to hit the free agent waters as well, 
who would be an instant upgrade 
to any team that wants him.
BC Lions
After head coach Mike Benevides 
signed on Rich Stubler as their 
defensive coordinator, it brought 
on a discussion whether or not the 
BC Lions were going to run a 3–4 
defence or a 4–3. The Lions started 
last year with a 3–4, but due to 
ineffectiveness and injuries, they 
converted half way through the 
season to a 4–3. Stubler ran a 3–4 
in Edmonton, and according to the 
Lions signings, it appears as though 
they’re going to give it another 
try. Before free agency started, 
the Lions resigned defensive 
tackle Khalif Mitchell, linebacker 
Anton McKenzie, and defensive 
back Korey Banks, while cutting 
defensive back Tad Kornegay. They 
also resigned long time defensive 
backs Dante Marsh and Ryan 
Phillips, while letting Aaron Hunt 
walk. 
Letting Hunt walk was the 
first clue that the defensive scheme 
switch was a possibility. With a 
3–4, you only need three defensive 
linemen on the field to go along 
with four linebackers. The Lions 
kicked off free agency signing 
Lin-J Shell, then cornerback Byron 
Parker, giving the Lions five all-
star defensive backs. It’s doubted 
that all of them will play their 
usual positions though. In this 
new 3–4 system, it’s believed that 
the starting defensive line will be 
composed of Khreem Smith, Khalif 
Mitchell, and Keron Williams, with 
Brent Johnson and Eric Taylor as 
subs. The linebackers look similar 
to the structure that was taken last 
year. 
The Lions are high on Adam 
Leonard, who was forced to have 
surgery early in the year, manning 
the short side duties, Anton 
McKenzie and James Yurichuk 
manning the middle, and Lin-J 
Shell, who was praised for having a 
nose for the ball, having the third-
most tackles in the league last year, 
to man the nickel linebacker spot, 
which is a linebacker/defensive 
back hybrid. The backfield will 
have Marsh and Parker starting 
as corners, Phillips and Banks at 
halfback, and LaRose who will stay 
at safety. The Lions made attempts 
to resign Hunt at a pay cut, but it 
was always unlikely he’d be back. 
The Lions also signed running back 
Stu Foord as a backup for current 
young star Andrew Harris.
Calgary Stampeders
The Stamps are in the beginning of 
a new era. They traded quarterback 
Henry Burris, giving the starting 
job to the newcomer Drew Tate, and 
cut the franchise-leading rusher, 
running back Joffrey Reynolds, 
giving New Westminster’s own Jon 
Cornish the job. The Stampeders 
resigned most of their players 
that were set to hit free agency 
and didn’t lose any key pieces to 
their puzzle. Calgary looks to see 
what a year looks like with Tate 
and Cornish before they decide 
if or what big moves they need 
to do. They’ve signed a handful 
of linebackers, including former 
Lion Joe Henderson, and defensive 
backs, but haven’t been taking 
advantage of the opportunity to 
improve. 
Edmonton Eskimos
The BC Lions are going through 
a defensive shift, but do not 
look like they are becoming any 
less powerful; in Edmonton, it’s 
completely flipped. After trading 
quarterback Ricky Ray to Toronto, 
Most Outstanding Canadian 
running back Jerome Messam 
signing with the Miami Dolphins, 
and cutting most of their receiving 
corps, Edmonton’s offence looks to 
have lost a step. Quarterback Steven 
Jyles has never proven himself to 
be of starting calibre, but is being 
handed the keys to the offence. To 
help him out, Edmonton won a 
bidding war for receiver Greg Carr 
who had originally chose to resign 
with his former team, Winnipeg, 
but hours later had changed his 
mind. 
Carr was a valuable option in 
Winnipeg’s offence, but won’t be 
able to take advantage of teammate 
Fred Stamps drawing double teams. 
Edmonton also signed receiver 
Cary Koch, who saw little time in 
Saskatchewan and is unproven in 
a starting role. The Eskimos may 
have seen a slight improvement in 
Continued on page 21
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linebacker though, which sounds 
weird when it involves releasing an 
all-star linebacker. Allowing Rod 
Davis to go, they signed Rashad 
Jeanty, who recently spent time in 
the NFL, getting noticeable playing 
time. 
The Eskimos also improved 
their defensive line courtesy of 
Winnipeg, signing defensive tackle 
Don Oramasionwu, or “Danny O.” 
Danny O was a part of Winnipeg’s 
league-leading pass defense, self-
titled “Swagger Ville,” and will be a 
key part with Jeanty in rushing the 
quarterback. 
Saskatchewan Roughriders
The Roughriders are putting full 
faith in receiver Chris Getzlaf to 
step up and replace Andy Fantuz, 
and after his 1,000-yard season, 
they have good reason to. Despite 
allowing Fantuz to walk, they are 
still one of the leading candidates 
to sign him to a new deal. Once 
Edmonton dropped out, it left 
the ‘Riders and the Ti-Cats in a 
bidding war for him. Protecting 
the quarterback was definitely a 
priority coming into free agency, 
signing solid starter Dominic 
Picard, a centre who last played for 
Toronto, and the well sought after 
Brendon Labatte. They also signed 
receiver Justin Harper, a former 
draft pick of the Baltimore Ravens, 
who joins Terrence Nunn who was 
of the New England Patriots as 
receivers who couldn’t quite crack 
the NFL and went to Saskatchewan.
After losing Tristan Jackson to 
free agency, the ‘Riders replaced 
him with the underrated Peter 
Woldu from Montreal, who 
may even be an improvement. 
Saskatchewan looks to be the team 
that is the most qualified to knock 
BC off their high horse. 
Winnipeg Blue Bombers
After losing the Grey Cup to BC, 
the Blue Bombers originally came 
out to say that there would be 
change. Fast-forward to current 
day, and the Bombers are tweeting 
their “concerns” about how the 
Winnipeg front office refuses to 
make any big name offers. The 
Bombers allowed starting receivers 
Aaron Hargreaves, an SFU grad, 
and Greg Carr bolt for free agency, 
and stand to lose both. The Blue 
Bombers pulled out all the stops to 
sign all three of their quarterbacks 
who were set to hit free agency, but 
unless two of them start playing 
receiver too, they may be in trouble. 
The Bombers seem content on 
letting free agency slide and to not 
make any big name signings.
Toronto Argonauts
This looks like a team that is going 
to be built on offence. After losing 
most defensive starters to the 
Lions, and leaving Willie Pile in 
F/A, the Argos resigned linebacker 
Jason Pottinger, their only move 
to improve their already terrible 
defence. The only other move that 
the Argos have made, has been 
reuniting quarterback Ricky Ray 
with receiver Jason Barnes, both 
thrown out of Edmonton by general 
manager Eric Tillman and found 
open arms in Toronto. 
The lack of moves may blow 
up in Toronto’s general manager 
Jim Barker’s face. They lost two 
starting offensive lineman in Picard 
and Rob Murphy and signed Marc 
Parenteau, but that only resolves 
one position. They also seem 
content to let their defence be, and 
hope for the best, that a new offence 
under Ray and Barnes can improve 
their second worst league record. 
Hamilton Tiger-Cats
After years of inconsistent 
quarterback play, the Ti-Cats seem 
to be completely invested in former 
Most Outstanding Player Henry 
Burris. Having said that, the Ti-Cats 
new front office doesn’t look to 
change anything. They seemed hell 
bent on signing Fantuz before they 
looked at anything else. The Tiger-
Cats resigned most of their starters 
before F/A started, having lost 
all-star defensive lineman Justin 
Hickman to the Indianapolis Colts, 
freeing some cap room. 
The Tabbies have signed 
Fantuz, and now they can focus on 
other players to sign.
Montreal Alouettes
The Alouettes seem to be declaring 
their sub-par 2011 season as a one-
off. The Alouettes didn’t allow 
many players to hit F/A and are 
keeping nearly the exact same 
roster, minus Peter Woldu. The 
Alouettes front office seems to 
believe that as long as they have 
quarterback Anthony Calvillo, 
they are always a championship 
contender. They have looked to 
improve their defence, signing all-
star linebacker Rod Davis from the 
Edmonton Eskimos. The Alouettes 
may also be looking at BC Lion’s 
defensive tackle Aaron Hunt, and 
former Saskatchewan Roughrider 
cornerback Tristan Jackson. They 
are following suit with most teams 
in the East by being timid when it 
comes to big signings. 
Montreal Impact getting set for 2012 debut
By Josh Martin, Sports Editor
In less than a month the Montreal Impact will make their 2012 debut as an MLS expansion 
team at Olympic Stadium. They 
will officially be the third MLS team 
establishment in Canada, next to 
the Vancouver White Caps, who 
joined the MLS last season, and the 
Toronto FC who made their splash 
into the league in 2007. 
The Impact’s home opener 
against the Chicago Fire on March 
17 in Olympic Stadium has already 
created quite the buzz. 
“[W]e’re going to have over 
58,000 people at our first game, and 
we will. I think people are going to 
start to realize what it’s all about 
and hopefully they will jump on,” 
said Impact owner Joey Saputo, 
who added, “I still don’t feel that 
the city really understands, really 
grasps what’s coming.” 
Certainly something big, 
especially if you’re a diehard soccer 
fan living in Montreal.
“The Big O” stadium (which 
was built for the 1976 Olympics 
and was also home to baseball’s 
Montreal Expo’s from 1977–2004 
before the team was relocated by 
the MLB to Washington, D.C.) 
will host the first five games of the 
Impact’s season—at which point the 
team will move to Saputo Stadium, 
which is currently finishing 
renovations. 
The renovations will increase 
seating in the open air Saputo 
Stadium from 13,034 to 20,341—still 
significantly less than Olympic 
Stadium’s 66,308 seating capacity. 
However, this is something that the 
Impact players will have to get used 
to, if they’re going from playing in 
front of 58,000 screaming fans on 
opening night to 20,000 fans the rest 
of the way after game five. It’ll be a 
bit of a transition. 
On top of all this exciting news, 
the Impact also went through some 
hardship with star forward Brian 
Ching. The 33-year-old was initially 
selected by the Impact first overall 
in the expansion draft in November, 
after his former team—the Houston 
Dynamo—left him available. Ching, 
disappointed, threatened to retire 
but eventually came around and 
ended up reporting when Montreal 
opened camp on January 16, due to 
a change at heart.
 However, Ching was given 
permission to leave the Impact’s 
training camp last Monday to 
return to Houston for “personal 
reasons.” After this, reports 
surfaced that Ching had been 
meeting with his agent and 
Dynamo officials in an attempt to 
get back to Houston for the 2012 
season. And then, last Thursday, the 
Impact sent the star forward back 
to Houston for a conditional pick in 
the 2013 MLS SuperDraft. 
That’s it. A conditional draft 
pick.
 After all that drama, the Impact 
settle for just a conditional pick 
even though they chose Ching first 
overall in the expansion draft, fair 
and square. A pretty seedy move on 
Ching’s behalf if you ask me. 
This particular move leaves 
the Impact thin up front, with only 
two players on their roster with 
MLS experience, Justin Braun and 
Miguel Montano, respectively.…  
It’s going to be a long season. 
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Capricorn
(12/22-1/19)
Today you will awake to find 
yourself in South Africa. I figured it 
was time for you to experience some 
foreign culture, so I drugged you and 
mailed you there.  
Aquarius 
(1/20-2/18)
Don’t you find that you’re more 
motivated to work while being 
chained to a desk in a tank full of 
rats? Studies have shown that worker 
productivity increases that way.
Pisces
(2/19-3/20)
Good News! Your car just exploded! 
Aries
(3/21-4/19)
Having an open mind is good; you’ll 
be able to think of new and creative 
ways to kill your enemies.
Taurus
(4/20-5/20)
Today, you will find that you can 
absorb other people’s energy. Guess 
that explains why there’s so many 
people passed out in the hallways.
Gemini
(5/21-6/21)
Keep your thoughts away from me! 
The power of planets has granted me 
the ability to read minds and I don’t 
want to know what you want to do 
to that classmate who sits in front of 
you in your accounting class!
Cancer
(6/22-7/22)
Here’s some emotions you can do 
without: love and friendship. They 
will only hurt you in the long run. 
Leo
(7/23-8/22)
There are forces in the air that 
will help you with your work; 
unfortunately you seem to be 
repelling them.
Virgo
(8/23-9/22)
For God’s sake, slow down! Do you 
know how many people you’ve hit 
with your car today?
Libra
(9/23-10/22)
Today, you will sleep the whole day 
away. You also haven’t started the 
research paper that’s due tomorrow. 
Scorpio
(10/23-11/21)
Your internal fire will be put out 
today by some very bad news. You 
will never become a rock star.
Sagittarius 
(11/22-12/21)
Finally, your plan of world 
domination is almost complete. You 
just need to get a giant laser gun, a 
lair, and a mind control device.
With files from Livia Turnbull.
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Flying High: Air Canada voted top airline in Canada
By Eric Wilkins, Chief Sub-Par 
Airline Correspondent
The people have spoken. In a survey taken by the Canadian Raters of Airline Performance 
(CRAP), Air Canada miraculously 
came out on top.
While the survey did place a 
strong emphasis on improvement 
from previous years’ grades, the 
federally subsidized airline’s 
representatives were nonetheless 
ecstatic with the results.
“We feel we’ve really been 
taking off lately in our customer 
service. It was only a matter of 
time before the public started to 
take notice,” said Air Canada CEO 
Victor Vector.
Perhaps the most remarkable 
statistic that CRAP revealed was 
the steep decline in luggage lost, 
something that the airline has been 
notorious for.
“We have come to realize that 
people really don’t appreciate it 
when their luggage doesn’t arrive 
on time [or at all]. With this in 
mind, there were significant efforts 
this year to make progress in that 
area.”
Among the significant efforts 
was the implementation of a new 
baggage system. Instead of blindly 
flinging luggage onto the plane, 
Air Canada employees are now 
required to observe the flight of the 
luggage at least until it reaches its 
highest point.
In a short telephone interview, 
Vector was posed the question of 
whether this was really a viable 
solution.
“You can’t argue with results, 
can you?”
In order to help its image as 
having slightly rude employees, 
the airline has supplied its staff 
with special injections. While 
technically a toxin, the Botox-like 
solution forces the face to resemble 
something similar to a smile. After 
a brief (presumably successful) 
investigation by Health Canada as 
to the possible side-effects of the 
substance, the federal government 
footed the bill for the weekly 
injections.
“Service with a smile always 
leads to a happy customer. We’re 
just trying to ensure that all our 
customers are happy.”
There are also rumoured to be 
plans to install televisions in all 
seats on all planes by 2024, and to 
update all safety equipment within 
the next five years. With the many 
changes taking place at Air Canada, 
the future is finally looking bright 
for the often beleaguered airline. 
“We fully realize that we 
have not been the ideal national 
airline in the past, but we’re doing 
everything we can to change that. 
All we ask for is a little patience.”
The survey statistics were 
based on Yellowknife, Northwest 
Territories, respondents contacted 
between 3 a.m. and 5 a.m., during 
September of 2011.
Stuck in traffic
 
By Jenn Markham
 
My manager is waving at me 
from two cars ahead. 
Guess she won’t mind if I’m late.  
 
Parking lot is an understatement.  
Even parked cars move faster than this. 
This Friday of the long weekend can  
kiss my ass.  
 
“I wanna soak up the sun 
I wanna tell everyone to  
lighten up-“ 
 
My windshield wipers are  
on the “spastic” setting.  
 
Baldy in the red sports car  
is picking his nose.  
Really badly.  
Have at ‘er old fart!  
Pay for your Hummer in gold! 
 
Bleach blondie in the unidentifiable beater 
is giving the trucker her number.  
But I’m no closer to being marginally entertained.  
 
I had a thought, but it left.  
 
“Feet on ground, heart in hand 
facing forward be yourself..” 
 
Myself or otherwise, I’m still late for work.
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Hot girl sitting in front row makes boring lecture bearable
My Prospective Perspective
I don’t give a god damn what the Scrabble dictionary says, 
‘op’ isn’t a word... this is bullshit
Continued on pg.25
By Liam Britten 
Chief Lecherous Glance Editor
An absolutely dull as dishwater lecture on logic and critical thinking in an 
introductory philosophy class was 
made slightly more tolerable by the 
presence of Danielle McCosh and a 
shirt that did her plenty of favours.
McCosh, 21 and beautiful as 
a summer’s eve, sat in the front 
row of the class, and made the day 
of every male student simply by 
being there, and letting everyone 
stare longingly at her without her 
knowledge.
“If there wasn’t a smokin’ hot 
chick sitting in the front row to 
daydream over, I’d probably have 
to pay attention in class,” said Dave 
Winston, a classmate of McCosh’s. 
“Thanks to Danielle, that wasn’t 
necessary.”
In fact, none of the male 
students interviewed by The Other 
Press after the lecture were focused 
on their studies at all. Of the 22 
male students in the class, seven 
reported that they were looking 
at her golden, flowing hair and 
admiring its streaks. A further five 
said that they were imagining that 
she probably has a great personality 
and likes really cool bands like the 
Shout Out Louds or Tokyo Police 
Club. 
“She’s got it all—I assume,” 
said another classmate, Peter 
Chung. “I mean, did you see the 
glasses she was wearing? She’s 
obviously way smart. We’d be 
perfect together: she’s beautiful, 
smart, funny—probably—and I like 
all of those things.”
Greg Cotsonika, seated a row 
behind McCosh, told The Other 
Press that he was able to catch a 
glimpse of the outline of her breasts 
briefly.
“I love her. A lot,” he said.
A quick survey of the notes 
taken by the various students in 
the class was found that they were 
mostly comprised of poems and 
crude, sexual drawings involving 
McCosh. One student, who 
preferred to remain anonymous, 
said that he was going to do his 
term paper about how she smelled 
like flowers.
“I want her so bad,” reported 
the anonymous student, believed to 
be 26-year-old John Mueller of Port 
Coquitlam.
None of the students in 
attendance had notes relating to 
the lecture’s topics, as none of the 
topics discussed were related to 
McCosh, her great body, or her 
radiant beauty.
“As students, our time is 
valuable. Professors can’t just go 
on and on about things that have 
no relevance in our lives. We have 
to focus on the important issues: 
issues like, ‘does Danielle have a 
boyfriend?’” said Cotsonika.
As of press time, McCosh had 
no comment, but was reportedly 
considering filing a restraining 
order against her classmates.
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By Reilly MacNaught
Amateur Scrabble Player
Tell me you’re not playing that. “Op?” You’re God damn kidding me, right?
You seriously think “op” is a 
word, huh? Define “op,” then, Mr. 
Webster. Enlighten me. Because 
I’m telling you right fucking now, 
that isn’t a word.
Oh, it’s an abbreviation, 
alright—agreed, for sure—but 
you know sure as shit that 
abbreviations aren’t allowed in an 
honest man’s game of Scrabble. 
This is turning into amateur hour 
over here, this game. If you think 
you can play abbreviations in an 
honest man’s game of Scrabble, 
you are out of your mind.
Fine. If you insist on playing 
that crap, I will challenge. Straight 
up. Try me.
Oh, it’s like that, huh? You’re 
going to play it? Fine. Challenge, 
bitch!
Just take the tiles off right 
now. You’ve lost. The official 
Scrabble dictionary can’t help you 
now. Your momma can’t help you 
now. That word is coming off the 
board, I’m going to get the triple 
word score you tried to take with 
your BS tactics, and I am going 
to make you my Scrabble bitch. 
What?
No… what the fuck?! What 
is “op” doing there? “Op” isn’t a 
word! This is crap.
No! Take off the letters! It’s got 
to be a mistake. Take that shit off. 
I’ll look it up in the dictionary. A 
real dictionary, God damn it!
Okay… op… op… op… 
alright, here we are: oops, oops 
daisy, ooze… op?! You’ve got to 
be kidding me! “Operation, in 
surgical and military senses.” 
That’s crap! How is that not an 
abbreviation?
Wait, it says here that it’s 
“informal.” Informal! And let’s 
see… the dictionary’s guide says 
that words labelled “informal” 
are, and I quote, “a use that is 
normally restricted to informal, 
especially spoken English.” Ha!
So there we go! It’s an 
informal word. Take that shit off. 
You just lost your turn, bitch!
Wait… you other guys are 
going to let this stand? This is a 
joke, right? The Canadian Oxford 
Dictionary, the highest reference 
guide in the land, second edition, 
no less, says that word is informal. 
We can’t let people play informal 
words, right? Think about the 
integrity of the game! We can’t 
let our Thursday night Scrabble 
game devolve into some bush 
league shit, right guys? If we let 
informal words enter the game, 
what’s next? Proper nouns? Latin 
words? For God’s sake, this is the 
beautiful game we’re talking about 
here! She must remain pure!
Oh, so it’s like that, huh? I’m 
losing my turn? Fine. Fuck this. 
Let’s play Risk.
With files from Liam Britten.
“One student, who preferred to remain anonymous, said that he was going 
to do his term paper about how she smelled like flowers.”

